IN KANO

The Issue:

Girls face difficulties with their education

in many respects. In the last three years,
COVID-19 and insecurity have added to
these worries in Kano; these difficulties are
barriers to Girls’ Education.

EMERGING BARRIERS
TO GIRLS' EDUCATION
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How do we know

of the difficulties or barriers?
A survey was conducted in Kano, in
November and December 2021, where a
total of 234 Students participated in the
exercise, to find out some of the difficulties
they face in their education.
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What the survey found out
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What the respondents said
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What constitutes a barrier for Girls?
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Illustration of the Difficulties, Fears/Barriers for Girls: An Example of the COVID-19 Lockdown Period

Dealing with stay-athome orders

What the survey found out

Children who lived in Bunkure
and Rano, the surveyed areas
closest to Kaduna State border,
were more likely to be worried
about kidnapping threats.

What the respondents said

,ii 87%

They were afraid
o O

of falling ill
o O

14%

Concerned about
kidnapping

16%

Fear of some
form of sexual
assault

Trends related to gender-based violence

What the survey found out
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What the respondents said
Fear of some form of
sexual assault

Hardest aspect of not being in school

What the survey found out
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What the respondents said
Experienced difficulties related to
academic performance and
advancement, such as falling behind
studies or failing an exam.

Worried about decrease in social

interaction with peers (“not being able to
see my friends”) were the top contenders.

Learning experience during the lockdown

What the survey found out
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What the respondents said
Experienced difficulties related to
academic performance and
advancement, such as falling behind
studies or failing an exam.

Worried about decrease in social
interaction with peers (“not being
able to see my friends”) were the
top contenders.
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Coping mechanisms and preventive
tactics deployed during the lockdown

What the survey found out

$1.5X

more likely to opt to
stay at home

p10X

more likely to stay
with a trusted person.
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What the survey found out
The fears expressed of growing economic hardship were lived realities for many girls.
Out-of-school girls reported deepening household poverty as the trigger to leaving school.

What the respondents said
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What the survey found out

Several families were forced to pull their daughters out of school due to financial reasons,

triggered by the death of a caregiver or the effects of prolonged strains on earning activities.

Girls cited inability to pay for school fees, uniform and books. This was substantiated by

Retention challenges and reasons for discontinuing school

“I married off five of my girls due to my father's influence and

some economic reasons, but | wish they could further their education
because | want them to be self-reliant.”

- Parent, Driver, Bunkure

“Transition [back to school] suffered because many
parents married off their daughters during the lockdown.
Most of them were already betrothed or engaged.”

- Principal, Bunkure

“Many parents believed initially that the lockdown would not linger.
However, when it prolonged, they had to marry off their childi

since they were no longer in school.”

- Community Leader, Bunkure

One girl's marriage date was fixed so that she would complete
her secondary education first. But the lockdown prevented her
from completing it, as her parents married her out because
they felt they couldn't wait.

- Dambatta, Spokesperson from a mothers' association

“Most of the reasons are financial. The lockdown has caused
economic hardship to lots of families and made their children drop-out
from school. Some girls are withdrawn from school for marriage.”

- Father of 4, Civil Servant, Bunkure

parents and teachers:

How do we translate our knowledge to action?
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Collaborate with security personnel to keep 20rg * Advocate and Sensitise Communities on the concept of Safe Space for girls' education.
and ensure security in the school. :“

« Sensitise the community on social norms and religious practices; to emphasize the social

Ensure security of the planned site for the school. and religious backing for girls' education along with the benefits for family and society.

In creating a safe environment for pupils and staff within the school or college setting,
the following should be taken into consideration:

» Transportation and proximity of the pupils to the proposed school site.
» Classroom structure and furniture should be girl friendly.

» Adequate bed and beddings for boarding facilities.

» Staff quarters with furnishing and security.

» Designating a quiet corner in the school by creating a recreational

room that is removed from classroom activity. Make available self-care
activities for pupils to do in this space.

» Designate a room for guidance and counselling staff that is separate from the staff room and classrooms.
» Establish a functional sickbay with adequate First Aid materials.

» Consider proximity to hospitals, clinics and or referral services in case of an emergency.

» Develop a system of identification for the students that is recognised by the nearby hospitals in the event
of an emergency.

» Provide for female teachers to be resident in the community to maintain safe spaces for the girls.
» Space for gaming and recreational acti
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The Partnership to Engage, Reform and Learn (PERL) is a five-year pubic sector accountability and governance programme, funded by the UK's Foreign, Commonwealth
& Development Office. The programme provides support to governments in the core areas of policy development and implementation towards delivering public goods
and services; supports citizens to engage with these processes and facilitates evidence-based learning and advocacy.

The opinions expressed in this leaflet are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office.
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